
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6734 September 28, 2021 
touched down in China. And moments 
after her release, China released two 
innocent Canadians it had taken hos-
tage to secure Meng’s release. So Bei-
jing’s hostage-taking worked exactly 
as planned. Pathetic. 

All of this self-inflicted humiliation 
was avoidable. The fact is that China is 
in no position to deliver ultimatums to 
us. It is America that ought to be mak-
ing demands to China. 

Here’s a few things that would actu-
ally pave a path to true reconciliation: 

First and foremost, we ought to de-
mand that China finally admit what al-
most everyone knows is certainly true: 
that the coronavirus pandemic started 
in a lab in Wuhan. Xi Jinping should 
then give a groveling televised apology 
to the world, agree to end all gain-of- 
function research using deadly patho-
gens, and pay damages to his victims 
around the world who have died or suf-
fered because of his regime’s incom-
petence and malevolence. 

Second, we ought to demand that 
China rebid the 2022 Winter Olympics 
until the Chinese regime ends its eth-
nic cleansing, slave labor, mass mur-
der, mass sterilization, and systematic 
rape of ethnic and religious minorities. 
It is too morally tainted to host such a 
prestigious event. 

Third, we ought to demand that 
China end its spree of intellectual 
property theft. Today, China is respon-
sible for up to 80 percent—80 percent— 
of intellectual property theft com-
mitted against the United States, and 
is the subject of nearly half of all FBI 
counterintelligence cases for economic 
espionage. This theft has to stop. 

Fourth, we should demand that 
China renounce its imperial ambitions. 
It must agree to stop the Belt and 
Road Initiative, disclaim its ambition 
of conquering Taiwan, abide by its 
treaty obligations regarding Hong 
Kong, and end its sinister and provoca-
tive military buildup. 

If these conditions are met, China 
will be on the path of making amends 
for its many crimes. It is up to Amer-
ica to hold China accountable for these 
crimes. After all, we are the global 
leader, not China. We don’t require 
China’s forgiveness or favor. Our con-
science is clean. 

Our Nation is great. We are the Na-
tion that threw off the shackles of an 
empire, settled a continent, saved the 
world, and then saved it again and 
again. The United States has been the 
greatest enemy of tyranny the world 
over. We do not cower before tyrants. 
We look them in the eye and call them 
by their true name and tell them what 
they really are: evil. 

President Biden ought to remember 
that the next time he speaks to the 
world on behalf of the American peo-
ple. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON ROBINSON NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
has expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Robinson nomi-
nation? 

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA), and the Senator 
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL). 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 389 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—41 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 

Risch 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Feinstein 
Moran 

Murphy 
Paul 

Sinema 
Stabenow 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-

SAN). 
Under the previous order, the motion 

to reconsider is considered made and 
laid upon the table and the President 
will be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s actions. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Jessica Lewis, 
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Political-Military Affairs). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 354. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Rohit Chopra, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Di-
rector, Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection for a term of five years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 354, Rohit 
Chopra, of the District of Columbia, to be Di-
rector, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection for a term of five years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Christopher Mur-
phy, Martin Heinrich, Edward J. Mar-
key, Patty Murray, Tina Smith, 
Tammy Baldwin, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Brian Schatz, Tim Kaine, Alex Padilla, 
Tammy Duckworth, Richard J. Durbin, 
Richard Blumenthal, Jacky Rosen, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Gary C. Peters. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 293. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Tracy Stone- 
Manning, of Montana, to be Director of 
the Bureau of Land Management. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
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